en Miniſters are 4 An Men to the nb: 
' the Miniſtry, by Laying on their Hands ; Lit 
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AW” HE: min birewied aint, r 15 compoſed 
at an Ordination, by the Reverend Perſon 
ihen ordained : But it ſo happening dn it 

BE Twas nt then delivered, it bat lain by me 
ever ſince; till my Reverend and Dear Bro. 

ther defired me now o preach at bis Ordination; when T 

was ſoon determined 10 deliver this Diſcourſe, thinking iv 

might be proper and ſeaſongble : It was now preached 

exactly as I bad firſt drſignd, as to the Subſtance of it; 

T having added but very few Sentences, and omitted ſcarce 

one, except ſome Paſſages which had 4 peculiar Reference 

#0 4 ſmall Body of Indians, in the Town whore I at firſt 

defigned ro haus delivered it; which could not with pro- 

priety be mentioned where there are no Indians. 


An Apology, for the Method, Language, Style, or for 
the Publication, of this Sermon ; would make it no 1 


As it is, it found ſuch Acceptance among the Hearers. 


in rhe Delivery, that many of them defired it might be put 
into their Hands, and freely contributed towards the Charge 
of i ena ir. I tho't it reaſonable to gratify them, 


ty, who beard ir, fe * Fudgneat 1 bave 4 great 
+: -% dos 
2 


it 


a Tear ago; when I was invited to proach 


encohraged to it by the 40 of yay? in the Mini- 
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Ir now therefore appears, aln *xaflly as it was preach- 
ed; I not thinking it d. e w agreable, when th 
vat have heard 2, Er mo COAT and. contribu 
fun the Printing of it, 10' make any tonfiderable Additions o 
ae EE) GD DE 
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J pray Gon now to accompany this Diſcourſe, with 


bis Spirit and Bleſſing, and make it Uſeſul : To ſuch as 


Baue the Power of ordaining others, by Chars con- 


mittid o them to Candidates for FEE Mz n 
. . 294 55 ll ont : _ — e | 
1 Hire as 


my Reverend "and Dear Brethren, at whoſe 
a4 firſt compoſed and now delivered, and to their Hearers. 


And may Gov wow, be with his Servant thus ſolemnly 


and regularly ſer apart to the' Miniſiry, and furniſh him 
abundantly to his Work, and make him faithful and ſuc- 
600 PL in Land r m4 % + 9h 72 27 1 NW l - 
noted. bas den ali nd .,nourtothsC ub m1 if P 2 
And may be Church and People of Btimfje ld, 4iue in 
Peace and Love among themſelves, and with their Paſtor, 


— 


and eſteem. bim higlii in Love. for. bis Merk e e 


eoice in bis Light, and be the Seals of ht Miniſtry, a 
irene rejoicing in the Day of Cuaneri. «72 nn 
Giza d won 1267 2: a3 nn ns ae 4h 0 44310 yuwr 
Aud nay his honeured Mother, who has pio devoted 
this ber only Son to the Service of Gon, in the Gn 

of his Son, have the great fo of. ſeesng him emplon d and 
honoured in the Service. of Go, and 4 rich Hates 60 
bis. Generation here, and hereafter mining forever. in Glos 
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mot 0: Notts 23 1 u ing 115715 07 best 
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Lay bangs [uddenly on n0,man, 1 5 be eli If ; 


I other mens fins : "keep. thy burt. Say 


S SSI VR8 Cores A Wonka Chah, 
Jen N 8 bis Ewe, 15 
own preciovs „and has 

JN 8 Rb moſt wil, oh Affe 8 rit;. has 
TIES: in great Mercy and Faichfulheſs, 

1 mak a full compleat nd glorious 

berefor- A 

to _ «61 


Proviſion therefor : | And that as Af 
1275 ahd Directions by which the 
Church of 1 colleQively, and every pattſcu- 
lar Member of it ſeperately, muſt govern and be- 
have: themſelves in every Caſe ; and as to the 
Ordinances and Inftitutions to be obſerved and at- 
tended in it ; and alſo with Reſpect to the Officers 
which ate to remain in the Church, to manage 0 
the Affairs of it that are putely Eccleliaftical, ti 
is Coming, | 
Now as it is of great Importance to the Honour 
of Cums the ſole Rds, Loxp and Lawgiver- of 
his Church, and to the Happineſs & Well-being.of 


Fe Church, that all the Laws and Rules, Orders 
and 


= An Ordination SERMON. 
and Ordinances therein appointed, be tals and 


foperly attended, obſerved and obeyed ; ſo aud 
Yery much for this Reaſon allo; it is of the very 


higbeſt Concern, that the Churches of Cunisr be 


furvilhed with” all. the Officers which "Cazisr has 
appointed, and Pore ot bers; and that the Officers 
that are placed in the Church, or any Part of it 
( that is) any particular Church in diſtin&ion 

from the cathqlick Church, be ſych as are duly 


qualified for their, Work, well Jacquainted with e- 
very Part of it; that they be faithful in it, and 


keep in it, and within the Limits of it; and alſo 
| regulatly and ordetly choſen and ſe- 
perated to their particular Office, by thoſe to whom 


that they be 


our Lonp has committed this Power and weighty 
Truſt. LA id And, Ae 2 W err ne 
Agreably it "has pleaſed our glortus Logp in 
the holy Scriptures, (which are the Revelation of 


his Will and. our perfect Rule) plainly to mark out 


and deſcribe all and every Part of PF: York and 
Duty which belongs to thoſe Officers, 

ſigned ſhould always remain in his Church, aad 
fully to give us their Qualifications, and what ought 
to be in them to fit them for the Office; and alſo 
who are to chuſe and delegate the particular Per- 
ſons to Office; and further, our bieſed Lonp has 
informed us, to Whom he has committed the Chargs 
and Truſt of the ſolemn Introduction of the Perſons 
choſen, into the Office they are called to. 
© And it is obſervable that in the whole Scripture 
(as far as I can at preſent ſee), we find but rw forts 
of Officers, whoſe Duty, Buſineſs, and Qualifica- 
tions, and the manner of whoſe Iatroduct ion into 
Office, is particularly laid down, as is well obferved 
in a Sermon not long ſince publiſhed, ® 


— 8 ” VI —— th 1 , 1 


* See a Sermon at the Ordination of a Deacon. 
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Not ibeſe tw Offers which are particularly 
mentioned and deſciibed in the Goſpel'6f-Curisr, 
re Biſhops: and Degrom. The Deatoas Office und 
Baty, and the Manner of their Blection, und Sepe- 
tation to their Work is particularly mentioned in 
6. A#35 abd the Qualifications of the Perſons are 
mentioned in this Bpiſtle; but 'T-paſs over this as 
beſide my preſent Purpoſe. - The Biſbops are de- 
ſeribed by vai ious Names and Appellations in the 
Word of Gbp ; they ate called Elders," Minifters, 
Paſtors, Teachers, Ambaſſadors, ' Rulers, Overſeers, 
 Angils, and the like." The Word Biſbep Tignifies 
one that has the Overſight of any Perſons or Things, 
and in the holy Scriptutes, the Words Biſhop and 
Elder or Presbyter are ind tly uſed to ſignify 
one and the ſame Churrh-Officer, as is moſt evident, 
and is at length confeſſed even by Bpiſcopalians 
themſelves ; 8 in a late Print“ 
Now the Duties,” Buſineſs and yment of 
the Biſbop, which is indeed the Paſtor of à particu- 
lar Charch, and his Qualifications which fit him ſor 
Der wg of Lens , 7 frag 2 
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PP 
See a Jate * called, Tbe N io examined , 


printed in the Year 1584. in the 
l peg. theſe obſervable Paſſages, | Wh 
© « Bit to take ſhort Work of it  T grant to this Abthor all he 
contends for. I grant that che Names of Biſhop and Presby- 
der are uſed, ſo promiſcuouſly im the New-Teſtawenr ns to 
- legve oo. Diſtinction of Office, I grant. there, are as many 
Biſhops in the firſt Senſe of, the Word as Presbyters in the 
wei early Churches, — chat we can find no Presby ter in 
the New. Teſtament who was not a Biſhop, (i. e.) called 
dat Name. I grant the Duties and Qualifications of tho 
called Biſhops in the New-Teftament, and of thoſe call 
| Presbyters are A ſame,. becauſe they are the Duties an 
© Qualifications of the ſame Charch-Officer, called by both 
thoſe Names. I grant to him all theſe Things, that is in- 
deed only one ſingle Point thus varioaſly expreſſed, viz. T 
Presbyters are thoſe Church. Officers who are called Biſhopi 
i the Ne- Teſtament. Thus this Defender of Epiſcopal 
”- A 7 #549 | 


4 nee SERMON 


igh.Bmployment, are very partievlatly laid down 
this Epiſtie. I ſhall nat take up time to particula- 
rige in dhe ſe, any farther than Mhat wilk usrorallx 
Hall in, in the Proſecunion of the Words, I have 
choſen; «0 inſiſt on at this Lime, & on this Qccalion. 
„This Rniſtle was een by + ar ning 4 Apoſ⸗ 
le, and he wr 21 Dunthi, whom he calls his 
vun n in the Faith, 1. Chap. 2 Verſe , and hi 
dearly: beloved Son, , 2d-Bpiſtle 1 Chap. 2. Verſe. 
— — was not the -pawral. Son of the A pole; 

ut he calls him his Sanz it may be partly, becauſe 
of his being fd much younger than the Apoſtle,and 
partly becauſe the Apoſtle for his Graces, Powers, 
and Fidelity in the Goſpel Miniſtry, ved him like 
Son; he ſerved; wick Paul, as a Son with a Fa- 
ther; but eſpecially. becauſe. the Apoſtle had either 
been the laframent obs Converſigngor had great- 
ly forwarded him in Religion; and had helped him 
in qualifying himſelf for the 'Work,of — 4 
and ſo Was in this Senſe his ſpiritual Father, bence 
he calls him his Son in the Fah. The Apoſtle had 
left him at Epheſus, and committed to him ſome 
ſpecial Power and Authority for a ſbort time, and 
Urner this Epfſtle to him to ſhow Him, an 17 55 this, 
to dite ct all the Miniſters of Curisr bow they ought 
to behaye, themſelves in zhe 1 87 of Gop, theChurch 
of the living Gop, Chap. 3. 15. The Words of our 
Text lie among many other excellent Rules and 
Directions given to Miniſters, and contains a freat 
Rule to be obſerved by all Mipifters, in their. Ordi- 
nation, or ſolemnly ſeperating others to the Work of 
tbe Miniſtry, and the Office of a Biſbep © or Elder in 
the Church of CMISr. 

In the Words there are ſevera] Thiogiimplied or 
expreſſed, highly worthy of our Obſervation. Such. 
as, 


1. That Timothy had the Charge NY Authority | 
of ordaining others into the Miniſtry. This is ſop- 
—Poled, 


LY hs, 


rn 
5 = = 
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poſed, or elſe the Difeckion in the ' Text! ubüld be 
fruitleſd bor impertinent; this Power WAs gen Hime 
not as a Dibee/an- Biſhop, as may be heren ſtet eon 
dered ; and this implies that the Power ge to 
all Miniſters, us. well as that there wil! be Occaſion) 
and Need to eerciſe it; otherwiſe to hat Püur- 
poſe would the Power and Command 'be RUH,ẽ⁊ e 
ſuppoſes Succeſſion of Mimiſters te the Endlof 
Bec 01. 4ud mel wor on yiechhel gisela 
2 The Words imply that Miaiſters ste to be 9 
dained' by the laying on of be Hands of other MIV 
tur. is beyond doubt that the Apoſtle here in- 
tends Ordination, by laying on Hands; and by this 
is the whole Solemaity of it expreſſed. And it was 
Timothy with other Prevbyrery, that were to lay on 
N ned $8. $8 W1-% bd. 12:84 VA a 


Rae enn Ning. 
3 The Words imply that if Timr-tby or aby Mi- 


niſter, ſuddenly, that is raſbly & inconſiderately, with- 


out a due and proper Knowlege of the Quali ficati- 
ons of the Perſon to be ordained, fhould lay on 
Hands; they would thereby become Partakers of his 
Sins, and would not be pure and without Guilt and 
Blame; which therefore the Text cavtions him 4- 


a Call from Citttsr ) thruſt themſelves imo the Mi- 

— 45 and therefore Miniſters ate not to ordain 

an eb e emen eee 

The doAtinel Obſervatiom from the Words which 

may be the Foundation of my further Diſcourtſe 
au}, Vin ase eic: 501 


may be iheſe; 63. egg 
7 Aan rens: 


1. That obr bleſſed Saviour deſigned that there 
ſhould be a SacceMon of Miniſters in the Church to 
the End of the World. 
2. Miniſtets when called to this Work, ate to be 
ſolemnly ſet apart to it, or introduced inte and or- 


dained to the Exerciſe of it, by laying on of Hands. 
Nen Artie g B 2 


3. Thoſe 


geainſt. And this ſuppoſes that they are guilty, wo 
althoꝰ utterly diſqualified or unfit, boldly C without 


: \ 
6 A» Ordination SERMON. 
- 3; Thoſe that have the Charge and Power to lay 
on Hands, to ordain Miniſters, are thoſe that haye 
been ot dained themſelves ; other Miniſters. 
4 When Miniſters knowingly and purpoſe ly or- 
dain a Perſon unqualified and unfit, or not properly 
called, they partake of others Sins, and do nat keep 
themſelves pure. Therefore 
Ordination ſuddenly on any Man, but to take pro- 
Cate that they indroduce none into the ſacred 
Office, but ſuch as ate fit and rightly called to it. 
I ſhg!l be as brief as may be in ſpeaking to each 
of thele. | ©. wk + windy j-, 


- Dacr., I. Our Hleſſed Saviour deſigned and appoint= | 
ed that there ſhould be a Succeſſi'n of Mimfters in 
ui Church io the End of the World, or bis ſecond 


4% 


Coming. 


- 
" 
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This is ſufficiently iatimated_ in the Text; the 
Apoſtle had ordained Timnthy, and now gives him 
Power and Charge to ordain otbers to ſucceed him 
in the Miniſtry; and gives. hece, Rules for the right 
Management hereof, which intimates this Succe ſſion. 
And ſo the Apoftle ſays to Ytus, Cbap. 1. 5. For 
this Cauſe, left I thee in Crete, that thou ſbauldeſt ſet iu 
erder the I hings that are wanting, and ordain. Elders 
in every City, as I appointed thee, And if the De- 
gn of this Epiſtle be (ap it is by all thought) to 
give Directions to all Miniſters in ſucceeding Ages, 
oe this neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſuch a- Succeſſion of 
iniſters ; and 'tis not to be accounted for, that 
dur bleſſed Loy ſhould be ſo particular in menti- 
oning the Qualifications of Miniſters and their Du- 
ties, and cauſe them to be committed to Writing to 
continge to all Ages, it he deſigned that Miniffers 
1 ceaſe in the Church,  afjer the ficſt Genera; | 
99 Poier; Our feng When de gave big la 


444777 . 44 


peel. Diſpenfation, Auge "8 ro the 
755 h 
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Commiſſion and Command to the A 


Reſurtection, promiſes his Prefenc..: with them to 


the End of the World, Mat. 28. 20. Lo I am with 
gaa always, even, unto the Bad of the World. He ſays 
always, and leſt this Expreſſion ſhould not be'ſtrong 
enough, or be miſunderſtood, he adds another 


ſtronger, even to the End of the ' World, "wi # 


onde us rd, a g. Ad Conſummationem Suculi. Al- 
tho' the Word Ar doth not neceſſarily fignify the 


End of the World, or the Coming of Crnasry! yet 
this Phraſe very often (if not N ys') doth in 


Scripture: ſignify. the End of the Wodd, See. Matth. 


13.39, 40 Our Saviour in explaining the Parable 


of the Sower, ſays, the Enemy that ſowed them 
that is the Tares) is the Devil, the Harveſt is the 
End of the Morld. cui new an wig Op. A therefore 
the Tares are gathered and burnt in the Fire, ſo 
ſhall it be in the End of the World. And Verſe 


49. S» ſball it be in the End of the World, &c. which 


is the ſame Phraſe in the Greek. The fame Phraſe 
is again uſed in Matih.24.3. No in all theſe Texts, 
this Phraſe moſt evidently means the End of the 
World, properly ſpeaking, and can bear no other 
Senſe-; and ſince the ſame Author thus uſes the 
Words, & in the ſame Hiſtory ſo often, and I think 
he never uſes it in any other Senſe, it muſt ſeem 
ſtrange, if be ſhould on a ſudden, uſe them in a 
quite different Senſe, and ?tis very hard (if ſo) e- 
ver to know what is meant by Words. {| So that the 
Concluſion hence is clear, that our Loxp did in the 
Text quoted, really intend topromiſe hisPreſence with 
his un unto he And of the Wald, or is ſe- 


Ts is | 
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0 If it be id. this Phraſe f nds * to the End of 8 Got. 
pro he Bod Legnolaum, 
this amounts to the ſame Thing; for it it ſignifies chi, then 
it wilt follow that there is to be a Miniſtry ſo long as 
the Goſpel-Di ſpenſation ſhell continue, which will doubtleſs 
pe ts the ſecond | Coming of f Canisr. 
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<dmd:Comitig; And therefore; ſince they were hot 
ſuffered to continue till p 0 of Death, dur 


Lor did without doubt intend to include their Suc- 
ceiſort in theMiniſtry. - And hence we conclude, that 


he did de ſiga a ſtand ing Miniſtry in hisChurch this. 
Coming 10 4 and rhis is trengrhened: 
what pottls ſuys in Eph. 4 1, & on z 


Bs ws ne, js and ſome, Prophets : and ſome, 
eee, 


pm, Paſtors and Teachers : For 

ring of the Saints;for rhe Work of the Minife 
peed tbe edifying of —— of — Till we 
albicvme in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knows 
-of tbe you of Gon, uno a pevfet? Man, umo the 
Auge of the Srature of the Fitneſs of Caxisr. Now 
if there will bea Body of CMISͤ!rͤ, and this will be 


to be edified and perfenteu, then there muſt be 2. 


niftey till Cunis rr ming. 1 ſhall juſt add that the 
Apoſtle afſures'vs in 1 Cor. 15. 51, 52. that there 
will de Believers at the Day of Judgment on Eatih 
alive, 'who will fot die bur ſhall be changed. And 
eheſame Apoſtle-tells us, Rom. ro. 195, that all Men 


in general are made Believers by hearing the Word 


preached by ſuch as are ſent by chrur to preach 
it, whetice it appeats, that there muſt be Preachers 
to che Bnd of the World. Moreover the Apoſtle 
tells as in 1 Cor. 11. 26. that the Ordinance of the 
Sopper ſhaſl be adminiſtred until Chriſt ſhall come. 
Add iſ fo, there muſt be ſome Perſons to admini- 
fer it, and theſt can be none other than the ucceſſorx 
F #be Apoſtles, thoſe” that are Called and Ordained 


to the work of the Miniſtry, for no Man takethy this 
 +honour to himſelf but he that is called as was Aaron, 


Heb. 5. begin. From all which it appears plain that 
our Glorious Lord has inſtituted a ſtanding Miniſtry 


in his Church to continue till his ſecond coming; 


or that there ſhould be thoſe that ſhould ſucceed the 
Apoſtſes in the ordinary Work of the Miniſtry to the 
End of the World, and that the Apoſtle did intend 


17582 
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that the Roles and Direct iaas id this Beiſt le banld 
be obſerved by Migiſter in all ſucceeding Age, i 
ain n from what he ſays in, Chap. G. r. 14 Tat 
u keep. this Commandment wizbou: ſpar ; 
able, until the Appearing of. own Lord Feſur 
Which includes bis, Succefios in — 
Much more might be ſaid, buy this muſt ſuſfc 
Dorian... 0 be of Rot cw 1 90 * 
I proceed now: 0 fete Do@trjos from the 
gy by D IG stet ni 93h Mo v7 
25 ee eee 

geht LU are $0 et spart 
0 it, de eee it; e 

112705 og on ef aods: © nu Bae v 

How well ſqever Perſons ate qualified fa abs 
Work of the, Miniſtry, and whatever inclinstiotis 
they may have tot yet they ma nos enter inte 
it, nor uſurp any part of it, ustil hey are called 
thereunto ; and that in a. regular an proper man- 
ver, agreable to the will of our ſovereign Lend und 
Head, even/CyrisTy expreſs'd-in-bis W ond, auc the 
Rules therein preſcribed : 1 do Dot intend} here; 
that Candidates are. not to preach before they) are 
called to ſertle-;+ but that they are Hot toact᷑ under 
pretence of Authority in — purely Miniſterial. 
And this is very plaialy taught us, in that of the A- 
poſtle, Rom. 10. 15. And beu Dall they "preach - 
except they be ſent. And forecited Heb. 5. 4 And 
no man taketh this boncur unto bimſelf® but be that 5s 
called of Gad 6s was" Aaron... Hence we have the 
ſevere Judgments of Gad threatned. againſt and in» 
flicted on thoſe: who have boldly invaded: and in- 
truded themſelves into, this ſacred Office, tecorded 
in holy Write. Perſons muſt he called to Oſſice in 
the Church, or elſe they have no Authority to 
officiate therein, in the quality of Officers. They 
—— to look on themſelves unable to act in the Church 
_ are able n to evidence it that they 


ate 


c 


| 
20 "4s Gan SERMON. 


are called of God & Chriſt; Hence we find thoſe. 
that preſumed” to ſpeak in God's Name without be- 
ing ſent, blamed by him ſeverely. See Jer 14 14. 
Chap. 23. ver. 21. I bave not en Theſe Prophets, 
Jet they ran, I baue not ſpoken unto them, yet tbey pro- 
pbefoad. Read alſo ver. 30, and on. I might men- 
dom many texts to this purpoſe, but forbear . 
Now we muſt in order to obviate an Objeckioa 
here obſerve, That God doth not now call Perſons 
to officiate in the ſacred Office of the Miniſtry, in 
the ſame manner that he did under the Law; by 
Viſions and Revelations and expreſs Calls, we have 
no ſuch Inſtances" ſince the Apoſtle Paul, whoſe 
Converſion and Vacation to the Apo ſtolate are both 
extraordinary, and can't be pleaded as Examples. 
But we have notwithſtanding ſufficient intimations 
in the New Teſtament to direct us herein, and by 
which we may judge when a particular Perſon is 
called to the Work of the Miniftry, 7 
And here we readily gram and aſſrt that the 
power and priviledge of chuſing e | 
Perſons to this Office and Service in the Church, is | 
by Chrift lodged in the Brethren of the Church ; ſince 
all Officers ate appointed for the perfetFing ' of the 
Saints, and etifying of the Body of Chriſt," as fore- 
cited Epbe/. 4. 12. And the Apoſtle ſpeaks more 
expreſly in 1 Cor. 3. 5. bo then is Paul, and who 
i Apollos, but Minifters by whom ye believed ? ver. 
22. I bet ber Paul or Apollos, or Cepbas, or thetWoy11, 
or Life or Deatb, or things preſent, or things to come; 
all. are jours. And again, We preach not our ſelves, 
but Feſus Chriſt the' Lord, and our ſelves your ſervants 
for Jeſus ſake. For theſe and many other reaſons 
wie apprehend that the Church have this power in 
them, committed to them by Chriſt”: ſo that Mini- 
ſters may not be obtruded on them without their 
Conſent : yet undoubredly they are to act in this 
important Affair with the utmoſt Caution, Delibe- 
* N | ration, 


bs 


ration, ardent 
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and the beſt: Advice; and 
by no means: to gegen the Advice of 6 be 
Of which. hereaſter.. | 
Aad when à Per ſon is ſolficiently a qualified 0 
Work of the Miniſtry, and has t he Calo the People, 
and eſpecially if the Call be Vnanimous, regular & aft 
due Trial & good Advice; & hePerſon Be be inclined cob 
the Work in that particular Plate, and has 4 good proſe. 
pect of an autward Support 3 which is a debt due to 
him and net Charity; then he has ſufficient reafon 
to conclude that be is called by God, to the Work 
of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and that among that particu- 
lar People; and that it is the Holy Ghoſt that makes 
him the. Qverſeer of them, and commits. the Charge 
of their Souls to him, fot whom he is to watch as 
one that muſt give an Account. Here note, the Call 
is from Chriſt 3 and wrd of "Ghai is by theſe 
things tobe diſcovered. 15 0 
Thus I bave:briefly given dan hints 8e koche RY 
ling of a Miniſter. But when a Miniſter ist regularly 
called to Office, it ſtill remains that he alſo be regu- 
larly. & orderly inttoduced into his Office aud ſo- 
lemaly conſecrated & ordained thereto. And hat- 
ever may be done in „r Caſts, in which 


we may ſuppoſe that God will diſpenſe: wich thoſe 


Rules, that are in ordinary Caſes abſolurely Digdiang ; 
L ſay in ordinary Caſes, it is very neceſſary that Mi- 
nĩſters he in a due & proper manner introduced into 
their Office. God is a God of Order, aud has com- 


manded, eſpecially in his Church, that all things be 
done decently and in order. 1 Cor; 14. 


And there ate many reaſons to inforce this, winclt 
had I time I might: mention q hut I muſt forbear-/ 
Tis ſuffic ĩent to obſerve, that this is very evident in 
that our Lord has been pleaſed, to mention particu- 
larly by whom and in what manner he would have 
his Minifters ordained. 80 in our Text and other 
be As to the manner which l am now to conſider, 

is to be by /aying on * This is fo W 


At Or, -= R A7 O N 


in this great Solemnity, that the whole Actias of Or- 
dinatiom ia exprefled: by it, in our Text and other 
places. So —— by — Laying on Hunds in our Text 
is meant the Þhole of Ordination; and the ſenſe is 
plaigly this, that Miniſters are not ſuddenly toOrdain 
other Miniſters. It is true, that Hands were laid _ 
Petſons with other views and for other thlags: 
in Bxſing them, in conferring tbe Gifts: f 54 Fe 
in healing the Sick. But none of theſe can rationally” 
be here underſtood any otherwiſe than, alrho! it be 
nut in the power of thoſe who ordain to give the 
Holy Ghoſt, yet God may in anſwer to Prayers, con- 
fer the Gifts of his Spirit to him that is thus bleſſed 
in his Name, and agreable to his Appointment. And 
this including the whole Brag + * nes be 
im to obſerve, that 7 ($5010 
k. | Faſting ought do preceed. or accompany the Or · 
dination of a Miniſter. This is a very great and ſo- 
lemu TranſaQion, and what he Honour of our glo- 
rious Lord is very much concerned in: And it ought. 
to be carried on with the greateſt ſolemnity and ſetĩ- 
ouſneſs ; and Faſting is exceeding proper, eſpecially. 
for all that are concerned in it. Hence when 
Barnabas and Saul were ordained, or ſeperated to the 
Work to which God had called them, it was done with 
Faſting, Act. 14. 3: And have we not reaſon to fear 
that our Lotd is greatly diſnonouted, and Religion 
wounded, by the unbecoming and indecent: Levity, 
Mirth, and even Intemperanc, ne ® too common 
on ſuch: Occaſionsꝰ 51300 sagen 
2. Ordinat ion is to be n with Prayer. 80 
in that Pattern of it, fotecited At: 133. Certainly 
when a thing of ſo great Importance, to the Honour 
of God, and of Religion, and to the Soul of him who 
receives the awful Charge, and thoſe Souls committed 
| to him, is to be performed , it ought to be with the moſt 
| earneſt & importunate Supplications to the Father of Spi- 
rits, for the Perſon to be Ordained, that the Gifts and 
| 9 the my —_ ma BY. deſcend & reſt — 5+ | 
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hat he may be enabled to keep the awful Charge laid 
on him in the Name of Chriſt, and fave hit on Soul 

aud thoſe that hear him, 2775 the People, and. for 
Ny fame amin JED 

Laying on of Hands een ae of Orgi 

Daciom This is a Ceremony which God hs in is 
Word particularly appointed to be uſed in the Ord- 
nation of a Miniſter; as is plain from the Ten, and 
that in fore mentioned A rx. 3. and this Nite, the 
Presbytery uſed in ordaining 1 mot by, 1 IF 14. 
Niles not the Gift that is in thee; which! was (given 
bes by Propbeſi, with tbe'laying on 7 the Hands «f the 
pode das And agsin, 2 Tim. 1. 6. Wherefore I put 
thee in remembranco, that thou ftir up the Gift of G 
which is im thee, by the putticig on of my Hands.” Thus 
laying on of Hands is by divine ont to de n 
in "Orchntrivn)'* -I'may*add, 

4 We have fufficient-intimations in Sc e | 
an Perſon ordained ſhould be Charged in * Name 
of Chriſt to be faithful in performing the Duties of 
the Miniſtry, which he undertakes. Ordigation im- 
plies an Oath & ſolemri Engagement to diligence and 
fidelity in the Work, we are ordained to, and 'ris fit 
ſuch an one ſhould have the Charge of God laid on 
him · And that this is the W i of Chrift is ſufficiently 
timated in the frequent Charges the Apoſtle lays on 
Timmnby ;" which we may conceive of, only as te- 
newals, of that given” in his firſt ſeperation to the 
Miniſtry. See r Tim. 1. 78. This Charge I commit 
unto thee Son Timothy, ' And with what folemnity 
doth he ſpeak in the verſe immediately before — 
Text, I Charge thee before God and the Lord Peſus 
Cbhrift, and the Blect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe 
bing s, without preferring one e another, doing no- 
rhing by partiality. Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man &c. 
Now if Miniſters are to be thos Charged after they 
ate Ordained, then they are doubtleſs at the time 
when they are Otdained: 

3 I have A the Parts and all the Pars 

2 
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of Ordination. For altho'it be highly proper that 6n | 


ſuch an Occaſion the Word of God ſnould be preach» 


ed, which may be hinted in 1 Tim. g. 14. in the word 
propheſy ; and that the Right Hand of Fellowſhſp, 
agrenble to- Scripture: Example, ſnould be given; yet 
theſe are no eſſential Parts of Ordination properly 
peking. Thus Miniſters ate to be Ordained by 
lay ing on of Hands. Wein 2 26 1359417 & 10 non 
I would juſt obſerve: before I proceed to another 
Head, that it is Chriſt the Head of the Church that 
gives the Power & Authority to Miaiſters ; m don't 
actually give them power to Officiate, and yet the 
Call of the People, and this Seperation to Office: is 
neceſſary; ſo when Barnabas and Saul ware Ordain- 
ed, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Seperate me Barnabas and 
Saul to the Work wherevutito I have called tbem: They 
were called to the Wotk by the Spirit f Cd; and 
then he commands that they be Tet apart to it by 
Faſting Prayer and Layiog on of Hands, as AZ. 13. 
2, 3. I proceed to the third Doctrine. 
Docr. III. (That they that haue the Charge and Power 
to Lay on Hands, or to Ordain Miniſterx, are tboſe 
that baue heen Ordai ned thenſelues; other Mini: 
ers ot) Hes byte Lot 420 ng 
The Apoſtle gave the Charge of Ordination to - 
motby in the Text, who, had before been ordained 
himſelf by the lay ing on of the Hands of the Presby- 
tery. Altho' the People have Power delegated to 
them to Chuſe their own Miniſters and all Officets; 
yet it is plain from Scriptute that Ordination is to be 
pet formed by Miniſters Thus Titus was left at Crete 
to ordain Elders; and we haye not the leaſt hint in 
Scripture (that I: know of) to countenance any but 
Miniſters to pretend to ſuch a Power. Hence they 
are charged, not the People, directly, to beware on 
whom they lay Hands. I don't ſay, there can't be 
2 Caſe ſuppoſed, in which this may not become law 
ful thro' urgent neceſſity, where Miniſters: can't he 


had”; bur ere Miniſters can bg ohteingd; Gyeoly , 


% 
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is their Buſineſs and their Property:: And if Mini- 
ſtats had juſt; Objections againſt ordaining any one, 
— of che Church cannot 1 chink be die a 
ed n attempting it. I would not be underſtobd to 
think or ſay that Churches ate not to ſend their De- 
legares, with their Paſtors,” to have their Voice and 
Vote, whether the Ordination ſhall be, and to join 
in delegating an Elder to give the Rigi Hand of . 
Jowfſhip in their Name; 1 have no doubt of the pro- 
priety and reaſonable of this : but what I ſay is, that 
Elders are to be by divine Appointment the Ordain- 
ers: And if the leſs is bleſſed of the greater, as the 
Apoſtle aſſures us, how incongruous muſt it be for 
any in the Name of God to ſet up one for a Ruler 
over him, aud ordain him to it and bleſs him? Mi- 
niſtets are then to ordain Miaiſters; neither is this 
Power of ordaining by Scripture conſined to any li- 
mits other than Where they are called. Miniſters 
may ordain in any patt of the World where they 
are called ier S eee en er TT 
I Hhall only add under this Doctrine, that as to an 
uninterrupted Line of Succeſſion from the Apoſtles 
to us, as we think it not any ways een to our Au 
tha rative Exerciſe of the: Powers and Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, and ſo don't pretend to prove it; ſo I think 
it as. abſurd to pretend to it, as it would be for any 
one of us to ptetend to a legal Title to an Inheri- 
tance left us by our Parents, by making it appear that 
our Anceſtors have been all legally Martied for ſo 
many hundred Vears back. Whether there can be 
ſuch a Succeſſion: proved or not, which to me appears 
impoſſible, yet it is not to be doubted, but Miniſters 
now, and that Presbyters og ordinary Paſtors are the 
true and proper Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, and of 
Timothy and Titus in the Miniſtry, and have full 
Powers to ordain others into it. I have no mind nor 
time to enter into any diſpute in this Diſcourſe; and 
therefore ſhall only obſerve, That ſince it is evident 
that Timat h himſelf: was ordained by Presbyters, 
FH. N | BI | t | 1 , 


im. 
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1 Na. 4 1 and that the words Biſhop, Presbyter 
and Alder, in Scripture, expreſs ont and the fame 
Chuich Officer, to whom Power is given to ordain ; 
and ſince we: havN n proof from Scripture of ahy 
Officer appoĩated by Chriſt as a ſtanding Officer in 
the Chureb, ſuperiour to. a Congregational Eider; 
and once more, ſinot we've no Scripture 
ew believe that: Timothy or Tus wereDiveeſunBiſhops, 
or had in this Article any more Power than is derive 
edidown to us their Sueceſſors, but the [contrary ; 
in as much as the Apoſtle ſays in Chap. 1. 3. I be- 
fought: thee to abide fu atEpbeſus. Which would have 
been needleſs: had he been a fixed Biſhop there; and 


— At. 20 4. 1 ſay, ſince theſe things and 
many more appear plain to us, we are very well ſa · 
riify'd that we'veoſufficient and full Power commit» 
ted to ut by. Chriſt our Head, as Paſtors or Eldets of 
particular Chutches, 0 ordain pther Eldets, or to 
| ſeperate them to the Work of the Miniſtry, when 
the Holy Ghoſt calls them; by the » Laying of of 
Hands And chis for the third 1 nne 

now to the fourth; 7 ov . 200 
> N IV. When beer Ueber and. ah 
or careleſiy Orduin a Perſon to the Work of the Mi. 
niſtry, that ir unfit, unqualified; or not callad, they 
»'\phrtake of order Mens ys - and do * keep them: 

(41 {1 ſelves pure... 

Te Thie is implied m tho Texnta the nee 
Miniſters not to lay Hands ſuddeniy on any, left they 
be partakers of others Sins; and in th: Exhortation 
to keep themſelves pure; that is from the Guilt that 
hereby they would contract to themſelves. Laying 
on Hands ſuddenly implies, Ordaining a Perſon to the 
Miniſtry, without taking that care that we ought, to 
ſatisfy our ſelves of the ſufficiency of his Qualifica- 
tions for, and the regularity of his Call, to the Work. 
This truſt is here very plainly committed to Miniſters, 
ny r are not to look upon themſelves, wholly un- 
. 


jc appears plain that aſter this he was with Paul in 


on * 
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it) to lay 
a People may be of him; for no Excuſe is fofficient 
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concerned who ſettle. in the Miniftry in theitNeighs = 


bourhocd, norcindeeds any hete ; how muchvre= 


proach ſoe ver they may ſuffer, an if they moduled 
wich that which is aig to be none of the buſi- 
neſa: Our Lord has made it our: hum; nor 
cau we anſwer it to God, if we are mot fan- 
fal to him and tis People herein. Miniſters ate 


ſet as Watchmen, to watch not any over cheirown 


particular Flochs, but all others, ſo far, as not ti en- 
com age, much leſs to ordain a Miniſter over a Churc 

without reaſonable ſatisfaction of his Abilities 
Call. For as it is ceaſonable and tough , in all So- 
cieties, to ſuppoſe that Perſons are better capable of 
judging of the ſitna of Perfons to be admitted iato 
the ſame Calling with them, than others; ſo cer - 
tainly it is in this Caſe : for which reaſon' in part, 
we may -humbly ſuppoſe our Lord accounting his 
Miniſters faithful, has committed this important truſt 
to them. And altho' Miniſters have no Authority 
to impeſe a Miaiſter on a People — their Con- 
ſent, (as ſome have ſlanderouſſy that W 
would do; yer farely no Minitter/ goes beyond his 
duty, in giwing Advice to a People whom to Call: 
and if P do Call a Perſon who a Miniſter thinks 
ia his cience is unfit for — ſacred and a ful 
Betruſtment, he is in the wa duty to refuſe, 
giving his reaſons for it (if — Jo not forbid 
Hands on ſuch a Perſon, how fond ſo eber 


for Infidelity in the Work of the Lord. Indeed we 
ought to be Castious, leſt we miſtake in an Affair of 

this Concern: We mult beware leſt Prej „Miſ- 
in formation, of ſome ſiniſter Views of our own; ſhould 
lead us to refuſe to lay on Hands where weought to 
do it, which, eſpecially if a People are Unabimbus 
in the Call, would involve us in Goilr, or lead us to 


lay Hands on one not qualifyed. Out Text therefore 


ſays that we muſt not ſuddenly do it; but if aſtet 
feibient- time and tryal, or authentick —— 


aa 
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we-are'in Conſcience ſatisfyed,- whatever doubts we 
may have formerly had, we are enen But 


mote of this hereafte... 1-147 ©} een 
Here I would ay, ahatedour Land e 
this Truſt to his -Mioifters, if theyſthto Diffidence or 


fear of Men, or Indolence and: Careleſneſs, do lay 
Hands on a Perſon, when they have never had 
portunity, nor ſoaght it, to be at all ſatisfyed as to 
the Perſon: to be Ordained: or if when they do know 

are perſwaded that a Perſon is utterly unfit for the 
Dikce,or not called to it, yet they are prevailed upon 
by any Motives, hypocritically and unfaithfully to 
Introduce ſuch an one into Office, they then become 
guilty of other Mens Sins, and have not that purity 
and: ſiagleneſs of Heart, that becomes the Mag of 
_ God:: And they in this the ir doing, in ſome ſenſe 
become Partakers of the miſguided Leal and Irregu- 
larities of the People; but more-eſperially by their 

roper Compliance, they in ſome meaſure muſt 

anſwer for the dteadful Conſequences of the unskil- 
fulneſs; negligence, ot ſinfulneis of ſuch a Miniſter, 
and that on his on Soul in the amazing Actount 
he muſt give, and on the Souls of thoſe committed 
to his Charge. This ſeems to be the plaia-ſenſe of 
the Text ; and leſt L ſhould be tedious I forbear to 
add any ching more for the proof of it 3 rn 
to the fifth and laſt Doctrine, vis. 

3 V. Therefore: Miniſters are by un means to Lay 

Hands ſuddenly en any Man; but to take pri per 
Care that they Introduce none into the Sacred: Office 
ut ſuch as are it in. ſome good age for ity ad 
regularly call d to it. 

This is the expreſs Charge in the Text, which is 
. by the Conſiderations I have mentioned under 
the laſt Doctrine. And whoever conſiders, of how; 
much Importance it is to a Miniſter to keep himſelf 
pure, and not to partake of other Mens Sins; and 


to be faithful to God and the Souls of Men; will ſect 
** n. of this Argument: If added to * 
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Weichs the Command in the Text. I ſhall hot thete- 
27 ky cake up any time in the proof of this Obſerva- 
on: Bot proceed for the further IlHoſtration of k, 
ro mention ſome Partieulate, in which Miniflery are 
to entfedyour to Nee themſelves WR reißt dt to a 
Perſbn to be Otdained, in Which, if they are ſarivfy'a, 
they Hort lay Hands ſuddenly: on him & hes they o- 
dait Hun. And the time will allow! me to dotitde 
mote than mention them. And 166) eie & 
1. Miiliters ſhoald take care to beſatiafyd before 
They Ordiin a Perſon into the” MIA, rat Ne 
Man of competent natural Abilities & ate Ig. 
Igndrarce and Unsbifuneſe In a Mitriterds uf. 
fatal Conſequence to HinifelF and. His Treatert ia 
Man have got competent gatitaf Powers, wdefull- 
ciency of acquired Learning; tow will: be peſſilgle 
for him, to fulfil he Wk 0 Minty?! How 
Will one that is a Novice and Ignorant, in dis 
Mind any tolerable Schemt of Dvinfry d, Such an 
one will be apt to be Hfted up With Pace end, fall 
into the Condemnarion of the | Devily IN gi'g. 
How will ſich an one be able cb bring outof his Pre: 
ſures things new & old, to divide the Word at Truth 
rightly, ſo as ro give to every one his Portion in due 
ſesfon; Win he not be a blind dender df e Blind? 
How will he be able to ſpeak a Word in 8e ſon to him 
that is weary ? How will he comfott the (broken 
Heatted, and ſuitably re prove ſubtle Men that op- 
| poſe themſelves ? - How will he by the werds of Wiſh 
g dom convince Gainfayers 7 In a word. Can ſuch 
| an one, guide the Doubting, anſwer the many ſud- 
| den Caſes propoſed by thoſe that have 4a wounded 
Spirit, or a dying Perſon'? © How ſhall he lead Men 
| in the way to Heaven, who knows little of it himſelf? 
| Now thels are Duties of Miniſters. And -altho” 1 
on't pretend to fix a Standard of Knowledge and 
; : ano which Men muſt have before they ate Or- 
| dained, & ſome Places may require mare than others; 
Vea anhe' the n are not ene 
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how awfully. will it hinder the 
Hence the Apoſtle ſays to 
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-uſeful Miniſters ; for the Power of God id made 


-manifeſt inWeakneſs ;.yet it will be granted that fome 
good Degree of Knowledge is neceflary; be ſure that 
they de apt to teach, and capable to inftru& others, 
2 Miniſters ſhould. be ſatisfied, that ſuch as they 
. Ordain, be Men of a goad Converſation... This is. re- 
quired in 1 Tim. 3. 2, U e, We cannot judge the 
- Heart, and ſo altho it be of che laſt Importanct to 
a Minifter, that he be a real Chriſtian himſelf, and 
that after he has preached to others he be not a Caſt» 
away: yet we are not ſo, immediately concerned in 
this, as to one that is to be Ordained, as we are with 
His outward Behaviour, that he live as becomes the 


Goſpel, that he be an Example to the Flock, in Word, 


in Converſation,inCharity,inFaith,io Purity, 1 Tom. 
412. I ſay, that his Con verſation be ſuch at preſent. 


want That he be a Man of good Principles, Orthogox 
eis the Faith... Thatſuch an one as Miniſters introduce 
into the Miniſtry ought to give them rational Satis- 
faction, that he believes, and deſigns to Preach all 


the Fundamental & Eſſential Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith. We cannot expect that every one will think 
juſt alike in leſs important Points, or that they will 
expreſs their Ideas in the ſame Words & Phraſes; and 
tis poſſible that we may carry the matter too far in 


obliging all that ate to be Ordaĩned, to ſubſcribe to any 


particular ſet Form of Words, or humane Compoſure, 
much leſs ate we, to oblige every Man, to think and 
ſpeak juſt as we do; making our ſelves the Standard 
of Orthodoxy: Let I think it never can be thought 
reaſonable that Miniſters ſhould Ordain ſuch as they 
are aſſured, ace. not ſound in the important Articles 
of Faith, nor that if they are aſſured they are erro- 


neous in things, tho' not of the higheſt Importance, 


wherein, they differ in Sentiment from the People 
over whom they ate to be ſet. For what endleſs Per- 
. will this fill the Minds of People with; and 

ſucceſs of the Goſpel ?- 


the 
imotby,. 1 Tim. 1. 3. That. 
5 1 I. | 
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thou mighte wy ep me bat they teach"no other Doc- 
ine; ate aſſured of le, for dere report 
of hits A intuff gent N i 
4. That the Perſon to be*Qrdained; be wall be- 
ed t1 the Work of the Miniftyy, - and 16 the People over 
om Be ir tobe Ordajnid.” "This is of great Impor- 
_ tance to bim and to his Heaters; and the Apoſtle 
took care of it in ſending a Miaiſter' to a People. 
When he was to ſend” Timothy" to the Philippians ; 
ſee Plill. 2 20. For I baus 0 man like minded, 'who 
Will naturally care for yiir State.” When a Minifter 
loves his People, and has a deep concern for their 
Souls, how much more likely * is he to do Good among 
2 I ſhall add, 
We are to take care that ſoch an one be 
a Min of Prudence and Condut?,' This is of great 
mportance to the Succeſs of the Goſpel, and the well 
ing of a People, and ſome degree of it is to de ex- 
2 How much hurt is done to Religion, and 
w contemptible are ſacred Things rendred, by ſome 
Imꝑtudences in Miniſters. | Hence ſays the Apoſtle, 
1 Fim. 3 J. He muſt have ' a good Report of them 
which are without, leſt he fall into reproach. © Mini- 
ſters ſhould not be Men of mean low or ſordid Tem- 
pers or Principles, but generous, manly, "PENA 
and catholick in their whole behaviour. 
Thus I have hinted at the main Qualifications of 6 
Minifter, to be regarded by thoſe that Ordainm him. 
6. Miniſters muſt be ſatisfyed that a Minifler is 
Called to this Work: © Otherwiſe how will they be 
orderly inOrdaining him? And this may be known 
by what is above ſaid of a Miniſter's Call. Now as 
to the manner how Miniſters are to gain Satisfaction 
as to theſe things; I may ſay, Miſdom is profitable to 
direct. Bur whether they gain it by a particular Ac- 
quaintance, frequent Converſation, and hearing his 
publick Performances, which is ſeaſt liable to miſtake 
and moſt ſatisfying, or by a particular proper and ge- 
nerous ** by — 
e 
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thoſe wha ate petſodally acquainted. with him, a 


know theſe things; It amount much to theſame, any 


either of theſe is ſufficient, in wy opinien, 0 give 


ion of ſuch a; Mag. A perſonal, Acquajptgnce, and 
— fee c ee e 5 Perſon, 


is without doubt. more. ſati EY; chan a fagle Exa- | 
migation, and nen ſuper/e hy in ſome Cafes, 12 
But it s me- come to the Improvemept.;: 


be proper. 
Lask your; patience while I mention à f.,. 

1 if Mioiſtets ate to be {a cautious on hom they 
lay the Hands ; then People, ought ta be. Cautious 
whom they call tothe Miniſtry. 'The People over whom 
2 Miniſter:is Ordained, are,moſt nearly.concerned in 
this great Affair. If they Call a Mana every way 


qualiged;, they will be the greateſt Gainers hy 1 . 


i other ie they. will be 4-4 greateſt Loſers; 
Miniſters chief Concerp in, being careful whom they 
Ordaia, is, that the 7 may promote the Good, the ſpice 
tual Good of the People over /whom he is made 56 
Overſeer; and ſo the Glory and Honour of od 
bereio: Uadoubredly therefore: ſince People muſt at 


laſt, if they will ſubmit to the Rules of Chriſt, invite 


Miniſters to Ordain one over them ; this Power is 
not given to them ; thecefare it is Wiſdom, yea, the 


Doty of a People to conſult; & adviſe with Miniſters 


whom to Choſe *- and the want of this A rel 


Cauſes much trouble and difficulty. 


- {2; 16 Miniſters are blame worthy when they vathly 
iotrodoce vpmeet Perſons inthe Miniſtry ; then how 


much more. pulliꝝ are they tbat raſuly 7 this great 
Work, bufors they are qualified for it? Hence letC an- 


didates be IO Aoly to conſider the greatneſs, and 
difficulty 


der, whether they are qualifyed in a good meaſure ſor 


it. Aod when we. confider the Grestaeſs d Impor- 
Account -we-mylt give. 
of 


. * 


A wo og nt tity. us 1n the .Qrdipa- J 


S -w m m Tani. ood, am... 


r 


this Work, and the awful Cherge tbey 
receive, and the Account they mult give Dae | 


*, " 
© rs 2. 
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it, we may well ſa is off the things ? 
Garg no Man jv, it 195 own Srren en wet: 
Bess, w 


EA es in jt, dep endin 95 on his on Aug 
rength pe i fo that afrh 10750 ; 

oh be diſcoura oF RAE Hor wh 
be i by gz gn great. 105 5 ace: we 12 75 

romile of the P reſent of eu With vs, aut 
* Shines and All- ſuficlegt Grace to Wb 

& are to be ſatizfyed that we have in ſome 

wh 10 our ſelves fy h Qualifications gs, theScripturs 

GT a8 necefſar eſt we run before we are ſent. 
Miniſte; 15 re. to be ſo careful whom rhe) * 

2 00 ben le} Ji 75 qre Ordained, by adviſtd tot 
care | bat they do [opt gine any Occaſion 15 thoſe that bav 
id. Hands on them, to repent that the 8 Ns done +7 

Advice flows from gor Text & octtine; and 
it.qughs to be acceptab & to. us all ; and we may lo 
on if as 20 additional Conſideration to move & excit 
us to Fidelit 7 by, - Watchfalneſs' & Prudefice 
io Our Work 51 1 ber in every thi 
we walk wor this our hi on able, An 
holy Vocation, wh ro TAP: 

4+, L may, with all due deference pp pl ly this to ” 
to.whamCur1sx bas given Authority caOrdain other 
and ſay, Let us Jay Tands ſuddenly on 0 Man, but 
keep our ſelves pure, This may gat be unſeaſonable, 
It was recommended by theConyention of Reverend 
Elders at B ften id AIHNAiniſters, Churches, and vacant 
Pariſhes, to 8 te that they admit into their Pul· 
pits none but ſuch 38 are Orthodox and otherwiſe 
well qualified ; and jeſt to the Prudence of . | 
lar. Miniſte agd Ne $, As tothe manner of gaining 
n Ah 1 1 mw Advice of 

comply 9. With z jt ſuperſeeds al that mig ” 
thanght Proper. c © ns io ſay under this Head. 


4 ſhall-deraio. e no jonger thap on 255 une 
few: words, fir OY the Reverend Per on . to op, 


Octaingd, and ſecondly to n 408 
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And Sir, I hope and believe, and 
good Grooads, that 


tee perſonal Converſation and Acquaintance with 


CO Nene as he e 


O 
Lahr of your. Call to this Work; that you are in all 
. - theſe reſpects qualified in a good meaſure agreable to 
the Rules of the Goſpel ; and that in Ordaining you 
to.the Work of the Miniſtry, we, ſeperate you'to the 


to feed Cunard Sheep & hisLambs, with 


* S | 
es rents. 
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„And fic, 1 955 Reveread and Dear Sic: It. 


. bo your Requeſt that 1 was prevailed with t6 ftaba 


this ny in the ſtead of, another who Woul 


ve better become and filled this Desk. But inc 


: 


HO. ONE, you will I affuce my felf, | ſuffer me to 


9 . 
- 
, 
a 


ak to you. with all freedom. 


rom-intima 


Powers & Abilities, with which it bas pleaſed G's Þ, _ 
to your acquired Knowledge,a 


Gainfayers 3 as th-your Orthodoxy in the Faith, and 
ur Converlation.;.and once more,as to. the Regy- 


: 


Work to which. the Hotr Grosr has called you. 


But I would ſay to you, DearBrother, It is a Great 


and Important and very difficulrWork you. are called 
to! The Care & Charge of Souls is to be committed 
to vou, and vod muſt Watch for them as one that 
mult give Account : And the Account that Miniſters 
muſt give will be Awful; but if they are faithful it 
will, be Glorious, .. T doubt not but you have very ſe- 


' riouſly conſidered all this, and that in an humble Re- 
liapce on the Grace of THRIFT vou have ſolemnly 


devoted your {elf in Sectet to ſerve Gop in the Goſpel 
of his Son, And now you will not depend on your 


owa Strength, but {ill depend on CI, & recen 
the Charge with humble Confidence in him; and en- 
dea vour to have your Heart more & more filled with 
Love to Caxisr & Souls ; and this will conſtrain you 
fairbfulneſs. | - 
Often 
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Often reflect on the Charge you receive, and look for- 
Ward to the Account, you muſt give. Conſider the _. 
danger of Careleſneſs & Unfaithfalneſs, and conlider 
the glorious Reward of Faithfulneſ3. | Let this be a 
Rule with you, that you never ſuffer the Buſineſsof 
| the World to encroach upon or prevent this more i- 
portant Buſineſs. Do your Duty in the | Miniſtry x 
"faithfully, and depend on Gov for the addition of ow” 
ther things. And Sir, Watch againſt the Snates of 
Wicked Men, and of the Devil: Magnify yourOffice. 
And in a word, be Circumſpec & Watchful, & give 
none Occaſion in your Converſation that the Mini- 
ſtry be blamed, and that we ſhould ever be ſorry we 


3 
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2 - | have laid our Hands on you. - _ | 

1 I ſhall have done when I have ſaid, how great Dif- 

cukies & Diſcouragements ſoever.you meet with,ne- 

be ver be overcome ; but look to Cazisr your Hesd; 

3d fetch in freſh Supplies from Him contiaually, byFaith 

U- | and ardent Prayer ; and his Grace ſhall be ſufficient 

1 for you: And if you are faithful & diligent, & re- 

to main ſo to the Death, you ſhall finiſh your Coarſe + 

du with Joy, and in the Rad ſhall obtain a Crown'of 

he | Life, which ſhall never fade aW wt. 
2. I muſt turn my ſelf to this People :| But being 

at | a Stranger to you, it can't be expected that I ſhould 

eg! ſay any thing io particular to you. In General, I 

ed would ſay, Behold your Paſtor ! See him whom the 

at Hor yGnosr has made anOverſeet over you: Receive 


"7 him as a Gift purchaſed & given by your Aſcended - 
"I Savio: Eſteem him highly in Love for his Works 
ſe- ſake, Honour and obey him in the Loxp ; Deſpiſe 
.e- | him not; Never abuſe his freedom and Openneſs in 
Ny Converſation with any of you in whom he thinks he 
pel | may confide. I would perſwade my ſelf that I E 


«A not, ſince you know it is your duty, and ſince you 
4 manifeſt ſo much Love to him, urge you to Support. 
n- | him honourably : Always encourage him, by letting 
ith | "him partake of your good Things: Your good Hill 
[2  ſhowa in your generous Commanieblng to him, will 
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# him mots chah 4 Gift, Rang 
'Qu,and ericourtge him to be faithful”; and this WII 
| ruit char wilt bound to, your Atcoudt. Ser 

e. to ſay here, 'as His Education has beth Fo 
us well as 10 5 ebable him to live ſo among 
nd let none 1 ſquiſitive i6t9 Bis Tecret 3 | 
nd manner of 7 5 I. 1 /41 To watrh Apt tbe 
raft ſeeming tiſcon "to telf Aud to "his. Hutt: 
Remember Ministers are but Men, & ſohjeR to 
Piſhoas 125 others. . "Trhitare aha follow im zs he 
hall Cazusr 5, and cover any Tmperfe@lods, If Ever 


1 5 mall ſee any, with the Mantle of Charity? Re- 
1 


ion is hot more Hurt Tearcel by any thing 3s, 


ib by People's ſurmiſipg faolts ic MI; N "Rh 59 3 


iſhing them, 'to the blemiſhins their. Eher 
and nie whedineſs 4 amob og e People. Athon 
x things Which the Lord hates, a 7 ven tha 

re abocminatiog to Him, is a "Heart "thas 
Fay Imapinations, 4 al; Mun, that peuketb 5, 


e be that Herb a td ethitn,  Pidy'8. 


But eſpeciallySirs, 8 bis Mes 
7 them; Lives Me he Goſpel e = 
bike Jy 


of ed e 15976 dure & N 
dür to give your Paſtor th hart bro 


in Pez 90 N 0 
Artes and Difference tad 


ee you always waking 
grieve. his 05 by O 
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tief, and will be likely gtcatly e is Succe 
ive to c heer vp his Soul by /QuUr Faichf 1 Counſels 
E- Aﬀiſtance 1 in wid Difficule Ys and never, forſa 10 
n in Trauble: Alwa 05 When hit 5 vindicste his 
tharaRor., Ia a wor Kt at yo may he 
the Seals of his Miniſtry, and h is] & Crown in the 
Day of Curtsr ; that To > he may Jon preſent him- 
ſelf and you before the Throne o* Gop without Spot, 
Na exceeding great Joy, that you may all unite * 
fioging Praiſes & ROT RO Gop and the, W 
> ever, . Amen. 
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64%: = ſelves, or with him: "This muſt fill is Soul 5 5 
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